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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To enhance waste ink 
absorption performance by making a slit-like recess in a 
waste ink absorber and introducing ink to that recess 
thereby preventing ink from spreading through the 
recess even if the waste ink absorber loses absorption 
performance due to thickened ink 
SOLUTION: A waste ink tank 30 is set on a base 20 
supporting a recorder and the base 20 is provided, on 
four sides thereof, with a partition 21 for forming a 
waste ink container body. The base 20 and the partition 
21 define a tank case opening upward and a waste ink 
absorber 31 comprising a porous absorber, e.g. a sponge, 
is contained therein. The waste ink absorber 31 is 
provided with a slit 32, i.e., a recess extending to a 
position including a waste ink introducing position, and 
waste ink is discharged to the waste ink introducing part, 
marked with x, of the slit 32 by means of a suction pump 
through a waste ink supply passage. The discharged 
waste ink touches the periphery of x mark part of the 
slit 32 and then it is sucked through capillarity thereof. 
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